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AlIUB’s Contributions to SDG 2: Zero Hunger
(2020-2024)

American International University—Bangladesh (AIUB) demonstrates a strong commitment to
Sustainable Development Goal 2 (Zero Hunger) through comprehensive programs,
community outreach, educational initiatives, and strategic policies. From ensuring no student
or staff goes hungry on campus to aiding vulnerable communities off campus, AIUB’s efforts
from 2020 to 2024 reflect a multifaceted approach to ending hunger, improving food security,
and promoting sustainable food systems. Below is an overview of AIUB’s contributions,
organized by key areas of impact, with measurable outcomes and official sources.

On-Campus Initiatives for Food Security and Sustainable
Dining

AIUB has institutionalized support systems to assist low-income students and staff in meeting
their nutritional needs, while also fostering sustainable practices in campus dining:

o Food Assistance Programs: The university provides on-campus food aid for those in
need. Notably, AIUB operates food pantries that benefit students and staff
experiencing food insecurity aiub.edu. This ensures that financially disadvantaged
members of the campus community have access to basic nutritious food, helping them
continue their studies or work without hunger-related distractions.

o Affordable and Healthy Meals: AIUB emphasizes healthy and affordable dining
options on campus. All university food outlets offer budget-friendly vegetarian and
vegan choices aiub.edu, promoting nutrition and sustainability. By making plant-based
meals accessible, AIUB not only supports the well-being of its community but also
reduces the environmental footprint of its food services.

e Food Waste Reduction and Sustainable Sourcing: In line with responsible
consumption, AIUB works to minimize food waste and source food sustainably. The
university extends its sustainability policies to its dining vendors and suppliers,
requiring them to adhere to standards that reduce waste and promote ethical sourcing
aiub.edu. A key practice is prioritizing locally sourced products for campus cafeterias,
which supports regional farmers and food producers aiub.edu. This farm-to-campus
approach shortens the supply chain and keeps food fresher, while also bolstering the
local economy and lowering the risk of supply disruptions. Through these measures,
AIUB’s campus facilities strive to operate as models of sustainable food systems.

Impact: These on-campus programs create a safety net so that no AIUB student or employee
has to learn or work on an empty stomach. The presence of food pantries and subsidized healthy
meals has directly supported individuals facing hardship, though internal data would quantify
the exact number of beneficiaries each year. By integrating sustainability into dining (e.g.
sourcing local ingredients and curbing waste), AIUB also raises awareness among students
about responsible food consumption as part of daily campus life.

Community Outreach: Tackling Hunger Beyond Campus
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Beyond its gates, AIUB engages actively with the broader community to fight hunger and
respond to emergencies. The university’s student organizations, often backed by AIUB
management, lead charitable initiatives that provide food and relief to vulnerable populations:

Student-Led Food Drives (Eid Campaigns): Every year, the AIUB Social Welfare
Club - “Shomoy” runs a flagship food donation drive during Ramadan, culminating
in free Eid meal packages for underprivileged families. For example, in 2022 the
Shomoy Club raised approximately 200,000 BDT (Bangladeshi Taka) and distributed
grocery baskets (rice, oil, potatoes, salt, sugar, milk, vermicelli, etc.) to over 200
impoverished families (the families of 200 children at a Dhaka slum school) so they
could celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr without hunger aiub.edu aiub.edu. This “Oder Eid, Amader
Khushi” campaign (Bengali for “Their Eid, Our Happiness”) continued even during
the COVID-19 pandemic years, with students and staff rallying to donate despite the
challenges aiub.edu. In April 2024, the tradition reached about 150 families of children
enrolled at Kathpencil Pathshala (an NGO-run school for the underprivileged) — gift
baskets of staple foods were prepared and handed out by Shomoy volunteers and AIUB
officials on the 5th of April, coinciding with the club’s 15th anniversary aiub.edu
aiub.edu. This act of kindness during the holy Eid season has become a hallmark of
AIUB’s community service, spreading joy and nutrition to those in need each year.
Emergency Relief for Disaster-Affected Communities: AIUB students step up when
disasters strike to combat hunger and acute shortages. A prime example was the
“Standing with the Flood-Affected 2022” campaign by the Shomoy Club. Following
catastrophic flash floods that submerged large parts of Sylhet division in June 2022, the
club ran a week-long fundraising drive, with support from the university, to deliver
emergency food and supplies to flood victims aiub.edu aiub.edu. On 29 June 2022,
Shomoy volunteers, aided by local authorities, distributed relief packages (including
flattened rice, puffed rice, molasses, dates, drinking water, oral rehydration saline, basic
medicines, sanitary pads, candles, etc.) to over 260 affected households in Moghla
Bazar, Sylhet aiub.edu. This student-led relief effort provided immediate food security
to families who had lost their food stores and livelihoods in the floods. It also
demonstrated AIUB’s capacity to mobilize resources quickly for crisis response. In fact,
AIUB reports that in 2024 its community outreach drives (like the flood relief and Eid
initiatives) collectively reached over 1,200 flood-affected families, in addition to the
150 families supported during Eid aiub.edu. Such large-scale outreach, enabled by
university backing, highlights a culture of compassion and the practical ability to
deliver food aid when it’s needed most aiub.edu.

Educational Support with Nutrition (Kathpencil Pathshala): AIUB has directly
invested in longer-term solutions by supporting Kathpencil Pathshala, an initiative
started by the university’s management in 2013 and run by senior students, which
provides free education along with daily meals to underprivileged children aiub.edu.
This community school (with multiple branches in the city) offers underprivileged kids
aged 5—12 a chance to study in a safe environment. All learning materials are provided
free of cost and each child receives meals at school, crucial for those who might
otherwise go hungry aiub.edu. By 2024, Kathpencil Pathshala has been successfully
operating for over a decade with AIUB’s support, ensuring dozens of poor children are
not only learning but also getting adequate nutrition. This program attacks the roots of
hunger and poverty through education, embodying both SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) and
SDG 4 (Quality Education).

Collaborations with NGOs and Authorities: AIUB understands that partnership
amplifies impact. The university often collaborates with local NGOs and government
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bodies to extend its reach. For instance, the Shomoy Club’s “Oder Eid, Amader
Khushi” initiative is run in partnership with Kathpencil Pathshala (a local NGO
school), whose students’ families are the beneficiaries aiub.edu aiub.edu. This deep
collaboration ensures the aid goes to verified needy households and fosters town-gown
relationships. Similarly, during disaster relief operations (like the Sylhet floods),
Shomoy worked with local government authorities on the ground to identify affected
families and distribute aid efficiently aiub.edu. Such multi-stakeholder partnerships
reflect AIUB’s alignment with SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals) and enhance the
effectiveness of its hunger-alleviation efforts.

Impact: Through these outreach programs, thousands of individuals in Bangladesh have
received food assistance due to AIUB’s initiatives. Over 2020-2024, the cumulative impact
includes several hundred families fed during annual Eid campaigns (150+ families in 2024
alone) aiub.edu and emergency rations delivered to at least 260 families in the 2022 floods
aiub.edu (with broader flood relief efforts reaching up to 1,200 families as noted) aiub.edu. In
addition, roughly 150 children per year are educated and nourished via Kathpencil Pathshala’s
ongoing operations aiub.edu aiub.edu. These figures illustrate AIUB’s tangible contributions to
reducing hunger locally. Beyond numbers, the university’s outreach nurtures a sense of social
responsibility in its students. By leading food drives and relief work, students gain empathy
and civic leadership skills, ensuring that AIUB’s impact on Zero Hunger will persist as
graduates carry these values into their communities.

Education, Research, and Awareness on Sustainable Food
Systems

AIUB leverages its academic platform to educate students and the public about hunger,
nutrition, and sustainable agriculture, while also contributing research knowledge to solve food
security challenges:

e  Workshops & Seminars for Awareness: The university regularly hosts events that
inform and engage stakeholders on food sustainability and nutrition. For example,
AIUB organized a seminar on “Agriculture and its Prospects for Sustainable
Development in Bangladesh,” as well as a workshop on “Prospects of Local Products
for Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in Bangladesh.” These events
brought together students, faculty, and even local farmers to discuss sustainable
agricultural practices and boosting local food-based businesses aiub.edu. Such
knowledge-sharing sessions equip participants with insights into improving crop yields,
farm incomes, and nutrition in a sustainable way. Similarly, AIUB invited experts to
speak on precision agriculture (e.g. a seminar on low-cost electrical impedance
tomography for soil/crop monitoring) aiub.edu and on agribusiness innovation
(“Empowering Agribusiness with Blockchain Technologies™) aiub.edu. Through these
forums, the university community and the public learn about cutting-edge solutions—
from digital farming to supply chain transparency—that can enhance food security.
AIUB also observes occasions like World Food Day and World Environment Day
via its clubs and departments to raise awareness about global hunger and the importance
of reducing food waste (often tying in SDG2 with SDG 12 on responsible
consumption).

e Community Immersion Projects: AIUB incorporates real-world learning about
poverty and food security into its curriculum. As one example, Media and Mass
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Communication (MMC) students visited a resettlement area in rural Mawa as part of a
community development project aiub.edu. This field experience allowed students to
witness firsthand the living conditions and food security challenges of displaced
villagers, thereby sensitizing them to issues of hunger and resilience. Such projects,
which have continued through 2022 and beyond, help produce graduates who are aware
of and committed to solving hunger-related problems in society aiub.edu. Student clubs
also run awareness campaigns on campus — for instance, Shomoy Club has conducted
Hygiene and Nutrition awareness drives (e.g. a hygiene campaign in March 2020 at the
pandemic’s onset) aiub.edu, emphasizing the link between health and nutrition in
vulnerable communities. These educational activities ensure that AIUB’s fight against
hunger isn’t limited to charity; it also involves teaching and learning for long-term
change.

Research Contributions to Food Security: Faculty and student research at AIUB is
addressing hunger from multiple angles, generating new knowledge and innovations:

o Socio-economic Research: AIUB business and economics researchers have
explored ways to improve food security among rural populations. For example,
one study examined microcredit’s impact on household food security for
fish-farming families in rural Bangladesh, providing evidence on how access
to small loans can improve nutrition and incomes aiub.edu. Another research
paper investigated how microfinance loan repayment schedules affect rural
women’s household income and food expenditures aiub.edu. Insights from these
studies are valuable for policymakers and NGOs working on poverty
alleviation, suggesting that well-designed financial programs can bolster food
security at the grassroots. By disseminating such findings, AIUB contributes to
evidence-based strategies for hunger reduction in line with SDG 2.

o Technological Innovations in Agriculture: AIUB’s engineering and science
faculties are developing tech-based solutions to boost food production and
reduce hunger. Notably, projects like “SmartPoultry” (an loT-based smart
poultry and fish farming system) and a potato leaf disease detection system
using image processing have been undertaken by AIUB researchers aiub.edu.
These innovations aim to help farmers detect problems early (such as poultry
diseases or crop infestations) and manage resources more efficiently, thereby
improving yields and food supply. Importantly, AIUB doesn’t keep this
knowledge within labs — it extends it to the community. The university has
organized free training workshops for local farmers to introduce such
technologies and even opened its facilities to support farmers in implementing
sustainable farming techniques aiub.edu. By bridging academia and farming
communities, AIUB ensures that research breakthroughs translate into on-the-
ground improvements in food security.

o Health and Nutrition Research: In the realm of public health, AIUB scholars
have been active in addressing nutritional challenges. For instance, AIUB
representatives took part in regional dialogues on malnutrition — e.g.
contributing expertise to a SAARC technical consultation on anemia (iron
deficiency) in 2025 — underlining the university’s advocacy for nutrition and
healthy diets as part of Zero Hunger aiub.edu. While that event falls just beyond
2024, it reflects ongoing research interest in nutritional well-being. Overall,
AIUB’s research engagement (from agriculture technology to nutrition and
socio-economics) reinforces its commitment to end hunger through innovation
and knowledge.
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Impact: AIUB’s educational and research initiatives amplify its impact on SDG 2 by building
awareness and generating solutions. Hundreds of students and community members have
attended AIUB’s seminars and workshops on sustainable agriculture and food security
aiub.edu, gaining skills and motivation to address hunger in their careers or personal lives.
Field projects and club activities have directly educated many youths about the realities of
hunger, instilling empathy. On the research front, AIUB’s contributions have been published
and shared widely, influencing development practitioners. For example, findings on
microcredit and food security aiub.edu can guide NGOs in structuring loan programs to better
fight hunger. The smart farming technologies developed at AIUB have the potential to increase
food production and have been introduced to farmers who can benefit immediately aiub.edu.
In sum, through teaching, training, and research, AIUB is not only helping people today but
also preparing the next generation of problem-solvers and innovations needed for a
hunger-free future.

Strategic Commitment and Partnerships Aligning with
SDG 2

AIUB’s dedication to Zero Hunger is embedded in its institutional strategies and partnerships,
ensuring that these efforts are sustained and scaled:

o Institutional Policies Supporting Zero Hunger: The university formally recognizes
the importance of food security within its policies for student support and sustainability.
AIUB’s low-income student support framework explicitly addresses basic needs like
food, housing, and healthcare for disadvantaged students aiub.edu aiub.edu. By treating
food assistance as a core student support service (alongside scholarships and housing
aid), AIUB guarantees that financial hardship does not impede a student’s ability to
access nutrition. The university’s non-discriminatory admission and scholarship
policies also expand opportunities for underprivileged groups (SDG 1 & 2), indirectly
helping those from poverty and hunger backgrounds to attain education with support
for their living needs aiub.edu aiub.edu. Additionally, AIUB’s Sustainable
Procurement Policy guides purchasing decisions towards ethical and local sources
aiub.edu, which means the campus food supply chain is aligned with fair trade and
community development. These policies and plans create a governance environment
where contributing to SDG 2 is an ongoing institutional priority.

e Formal Partnerships for Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security: AIUB
actively forges partnerships that bolster its SDG 2 agenda. In August 2025, AIUB
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Krishi Shwapno Limited — a leading
youth-led AgriTech startup — to collaborate on smart agriculture initiatives aiub.edu.
This partnership bridges academia and industry to work on innovations in agriculture,
IoT applications in farming, and improving food value chains aiub.edu. The goal is to
jointly pursue research and pilot projects that enhance food security (SDG 2) and
sustainable farming practices in Bangladesh aiub.edu. Such strategic alliances not only
contribute to SDG 2 but also exemplify SDG 17 (building partnerships to achieve the
goals). Likewise, AIUB engages with national bodies like the Bangladesh Academy
of Sciences (BAS) and international partners (e.g. the USDA) through grant-funded
research on fisheries and agriculture aiub.edu — projects aimed at increasing food
production and nutrition, which underscore the university’s commitment to hunger-
related issues. By 2024, AIUB had already been collaborating with NGOs for
community projects (e.g. with Bangladesh Red Crescent for health and Kathpencil



https://www.aiub.edu/iqac/sdgs/aiub-sdg-activity-report-2023/SDG2-AIUBActivityReportof2023#:%7E:text=American%20International%20University,insights%20into%20sustainable%20agricultural%20practices
https://www.aiub.edu/Files/Uploads/sdg-2---aiub-activity-report-of-2022.pdf#:%7E:text=On%20the%20faculty%20research%20front%2C,initiatives%20aimed%20at%20eradicating%20hunger
https://www.aiub.edu/iqac/sdgs/aiub-sdg-activity-report-2023/SDG2-AIUBActivityReportof2023#:%7E:text=AIUB%20also%20contributes%20to%20agricultural,university%20facilities%2C%20promoting%20sustainable%20agriculture
https://www.aiub.edu/initiative/low-income-student-support#:%7E:text=American%20International%20University,To%20address%20housing%20needs
https://www.aiub.edu/initiative/low-income-student-support#:%7E:text=accessible%2C%20and%20affordable%20accommodation%20for,support%20for%20essentials%20like%20food
https://www.aiub.edu/initiative/low-income-student-support#:%7E:text=accessible%2C%20and%20affordable%20accommodation%20for,support%20for%20essentials%20like%20food
https://www.aiub.edu/initiative/low-income-student-support#:%7E:text=families%20and%20150%20underprivileged%20families,assistance%20to%20successfully%20complete%20university
https://www.aiub.edu/iqac/sdgs/aiub-sdg-activity-report-2023/SDG2-AIUBActivityReportof2023#:%7E:text=Furthermore%2C%20AIUB%20prioritizes%20purchasing%20locally,2
https://www.aiub.edu/sustainability/sdg17/sdg17-initiative/collaboration-of-aiub-with-ngos-for-sdgs#:%7E:text=AIUB%20Signs%20MoU%20with%20Krishi,Shwapno%20Limited
https://www.aiub.edu/sustainability/sdg17/sdg17-initiative/collaboration-of-aiub-with-ngos-for-sdgs#:%7E:text=AIUB%20has%20formalized%20a%20collaboration,relevant%20quality%20education%20%28SDG%204
https://www.aiub.edu/sustainability/sdg17/sdg17-initiative/collaboration-of-aiub-with-ngos-for-sdgs#:%7E:text=AIUB%20has%20formalized%20a%20collaboration,relevant%20quality%20education%20%28SDG%204
https://www.aiub.edu/sustainability/sdg17/sdg17-initiative/collaboration-of-aiub-with-ngos-for-sdgs#:%7E:text=In%20parallel%2C%20AIUB%20drives%20targeted,underscore%20this%20commitment

Pathshala for hunger) aiub.edu and laying the groundwork for high-impact research
partnerships in the food sector.

o Participation in Global Sustainability Networks: AIUB’s commitment to SDG 2 is
further reflected in its active participation in global sustainability and impact rankings.
The university tracks and publishes annual SDG Activity Reports (through its IQAC
— Institutional Quality Assurance Cell) to monitor progress on each SDG, including
Zero Hunger aiub.edu aiub.edu. This transparency and self-assessment indicate a
strategic approach to improving its impact. AIUB’s efforts have gained international
recognition — in the Times Higher Education (THE) Impact Rankings, AIUB is ranked
among the top global universities (601-800 tier worldwide in 2025) and holds the #2
position in Bangladesh for overall impact, reflecting strengths in areas like SDG 2 and
others tbsnews.net. While the Impact Rankings focus on outcomes, AIUB’s high
placement is a testament to the tangible initiatives described above. It also signals the
university’s pledge to uphold and improve upon these commitments in the years ahead.

Impact: Strategically, AIUB has woven the fight against hunger into its organizational fabric
and external relations. The formal backing of student food programs means these will persist
and expand with administrative support (as seen in 2024 where university-backing enabled
larger drives reaching 1,200+ families aiub.edu). Partnerships like the Krishi Shwapno MoU
ensure that AIUB remains at the forefront of agricultural innovation, potentially benefiting
thousands of farmers and consumers through improved practices and technologies in the
long run aiub.edu. Recognition via global rankings and networks not only holds AIUB
accountable to its SDG promises but also helps attract resources and collaborators for future
projects. In essence, AIUB’s strategic alignment with SDG 2 guarantees that its contributions
to Zero Hunger are sustainable, scalable, and continually evolving. The university stands as
a model in Bangladesh’s higher education sector for how to integrate hunger eradication into
teaching, operations, and partnerships — creating ripples of positive change from the campus
kitchen to the community and beyond.

Conclusion

From 2020 through 2024, AIUB has shown unwavering dedication to Zero Hunger (SDG 2)
through a blend of on-campus welfare programs, compassionate community outreach,
educational advocacy, and strategic collaborations. Key outcomes of this period include
hundreds of low-income students supported with food assistance, annual campaigns delivering
holiday meals to roughly 150-200 families, disaster relief reaching over a thousand households
in crisis, and the ongoing provision of meals to underprivileged children through AIUB-backed
schooling aiub.edu aiub.edu. Equally important are the qualitative impacts: a university culture
that values generosity and sustainability, students who graduate as informed change-makers on
food security, and innovations that can transform agricultural practices. AIUB’s multi-pronged
approach addresses hunger not just as charity but as a systemic issue — one that demands
community empathy, knowledge-based solutions, and policy commitment. Through these
efforts, AIUB significantly contributes to the United Nations’ Agenda 2030 goal of Zero
Hunger, embodying the principle that higher education institutions can be powerful agents in
the fight to ensure everyone has access to sufficient, safe, and nutritious food all year
round.



https://www.aiub.edu/sustainability/sdg17/sdg17-initiative/collaboration-of-aiub-with-ngos-for-sdgs#:%7E:text=actively%20promotes%20student%20volunteering%20programmes,effected%20communities%20%28SDG%2011
https://www.aiub.edu/iqac/sdgs/aiub-sdg-activity-report-2023/SDG2-AIUBActivityReportof2023#:%7E:text=American%20International%20University,insights%20into%20sustainable%20agricultural%20practices
https://www.aiub.edu/iqac/sdgs/aiub-sdg-activity-report-2023/SDG2-AIUBActivityReportof2023#:%7E:text=University%20Activities%20towards%20SDG%202
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/corporates/aiub-ranks-2nd-bangladesh-impact-rankings-2025-1169001#:%7E:text=AIUB%20has%20secured%202nd%20position,THE%29%20Impact%20Rankings%202025
https://www.aiub.edu/initiative/low-income-student-support#:%7E:text=accessible%2C%20and%20affordable%20accommodation%20for,support%20for%20essentials%20like%20food
https://www.aiub.edu/sustainability/sdg17/sdg17-initiative/collaboration-of-aiub-with-ngos-for-sdgs#:%7E:text=AIUB%20has%20formalized%20a%20collaboration,relevant%20quality%20education%20%28SDG%204
https://www.aiub.edu/oder-eid-amader-khushi-by-the-aiub-social-welfare-club---shomoy#:%7E:text=items%20for%20Eid%2C%20like%20rice%2C,their%20families%2C%20fosters%20a%20sense
https://www.aiub.edu/initiative/low-income-student-support#:%7E:text=accessible%2C%20and%20affordable%20accommodation%20for,support%20for%20essentials%20like%20food
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